Institute of History and Philology
Tel: 886-2-27829555       Fax: 886-2-27868834         http://www.ihp.sinica.edu.tw

Brief History

The Institute of History and Philology (IHP) of Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan is one of the most accomplished research institutions in the international Chinese studies community. It boasts an accomplished faculty, a library with rare and recent collections of Chinese history that has few rivals in the world, enormous digital collections of Chinese historical texts and images, as well as an outstanding museum of Chinese history and an exhibition room of Taiwanese archaeology.  IHP, inaugurated in 1928, was Academia Sinica's first institute.  It was initially housed on the campus of Sun Yat-sen University in Canton; it moved to Peking in 1929 and then on to Nan-ching in 1934, joining the other institutes within Academia Sinica already established there.  IHP settled at its current location in Nan-kang, Taipei in 1954. 

Research Projects

The Institute now consists of four departments: history, archaeology, anthropology, and philology.  In addition, the Institute includes five research offices -- the Ming-Ch'ing Archives, Oracle Bone Inscriptions, Bronze Inscriptions, Geographical Information Systems, and An-yang Materials. There are also two laboratories -- the Archaeometry Laboratory and the Bones and Physical Anthropology Laboratory.  With a view to integrating faculty research interests and continuing to reflect emerging trends in historical studies, eight specialized research programs have been organized: Cultural and Intellectual History, Legal History, Ritual and Religion, the History of Life and Healing, the Archaeology of Taiwan and Southeast Asia, World History, Artifacts and Images, and Ancient Chinese Civilization.  Various research groups also encourage collaborative faculty work on selected topics.

1. Social Change in the Tang and Song Dynasties.

2. Culture and Everyday Life in Ming-Ch'ing Cities.

3. Archaeological investigations in Taiwan and neighboring islands to reconstruct the prehistoric cultural history of Taiwan.

4. Research on the archaeology of China: Research mainly focuses on the excavated materials of the An-yang site and other sites of the Shang-Zhou period.

5. A Cross-Cultural Study of Ghosts and Spirits.

6. Historical research on visual imagery and medical treatment.

7. Comparative studies of excavated documents and traditional documents, and research on the social life and customs of the pre-Chin period.

Major Research Contributions

1. Digitalization of IHP Special Collections.  IHP has developed one of the largest collections of digital resources available in Chinese and Taiwanese Studies.  The scope of IHP digitalization has been expanded to include the creation of a full-text database of Chinese documents called Scripta Sinica, which has attracted the attention of the international community in Chinese studies.  The Institute joined the National Science Council's "National Digital Archives Program" in 2001, using the allocated funding to digitalize materials in five areas: rare books, archaeological artifacts, ink rubbings and ancient scripts, ethnological data, and the archives of the Ch'ing Grand Secretariat. Some of these resources are already available online, accessible via the Institute website.

2. Publications. The Bulletin of the Institute of History and Philology has been the most prestigious Chinese-language journal in Chinese studies for decades.  The late Denis Twitchett of Princeton University headed the editorial board for IHP's English-language journal, Asia Major. Disquisitions on the Past and Present which is published in Chinese, and which aims to disseminate historical knowledge to a broader audience.  In addition, the Institute also publishes special topic monographs, archaeological reports, collections of historical documents, and a variety of article collections, totaling roughly one thousand volumes.  The first generation of IHP faculty published many groundbreaking academic works in Chinese history in the Institute's monograph series during the early twentieth century.  Thus this body of publications comprises an important collection in Chinese studies. 
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Archaeological Excavation of Ruins at Shih-san hang (Taipei County, Photographed in 1991)

Institute of Ethnology 

Tel: 886-2-26523300       Fax: 886-2-27855836        http://www.sinica.edu.tw/ioe

Brief History

In 1928, Professor Tsai Yuan-pei, a major exponent of ethnology in China and the then President of Academia Sinica, established the Ethnology Section in the Institute of Social Sciences.  In 1934 the Ethnology Section was transferred to the Institute of History and Philology.  In 1955, after Academia Sinica had moved to Taiwan, a preparatory office was established to conduct ethnological research on the society and culture of the Han Chinese and the nearly 200,000 indigenous Austronesian people of Taiwan.  This preparatory office led to the establishment of the Institute of Ethnology in 1965, with Professor Ling Shun-sheng as its first director.

Since its establishment, more than eighty monographs and ninety issues of the Bulletin of the Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica have been published.  In 2002, the Bulletin was renamed the Taiwan Journal of Anthropology (TJA).  This bilingual (Chinese and English) journal's editorial committee is composed of anthropologists from Academia Sinica and overseas.  The TJA is published twice yearly. 
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Academic Mission

There are three main directions for the mid/long term development plan of the Institute: 

1. Expanding cultural area studies

Areas such as East Asia (including China), Southeast Asia, and Oceania are current study targets.  Latin America, Africa, Europe, and the Middle East will be studied in the future.

2. Deepening research levels

Past research emphasized narration of social organizations.  We are now emphasizing other aspects of cultural research, particularly cultural classifications and cultural logics, and the intersections between culture and psychology (such as the unconscious levels of cognition and sentiment).  Publications thus far include "The Concept of the Person," "Time," "Space," "Emotion, Sentiment, and Culture," "Reflection on 'Community Studies': Anthropological Perspectives," "Sentiment, Desire, and Culture," and "Substance and Material Culture."

3. Analyzing historical and social contexts of socio-cultural development

Topics of research include the development and spread of capitalism (including globalization), modern nationalism, and Christianization.  Published books include the following titles: "State, Market and Ethnic Groups Contextualized" and "Imagining China: Regional Division and National Unity" have been published.

Research Teams

Aside from individual research projects, the Institute also develops integrated research teams in cooperation with other institutes in Academia Sinica and other colleges/universities. Cooperative research projects currently underway include:

1. State Formation

2. Narration: From Reading to Performance

3. Hierarchy and Power

4. Medicine and Body Experience

5. Historical Anthropology

6. Rethinking Boundaries: Historical and Cultural Processes at the Chinese Margins

7. Indigenous Psychological Healing Research

 Institute of Modern History
Tel: 886-2-27824166      Fax: 886-2-27861675            http://www.mh.sinica.edu.tw

Brief History

The Institute was formally established in April 1965 with Professor Kuo Ting-yee as its director.  Subsequent directors have included Professors Liang Ching-chun, Wang YŸ-chun, LŸ Shih-ch'iang, Chang YŸ-fa, Chen San-ching, LŸ Fang-shang, and Chen Yung-fa.  Over the course of two five-year plans, the Institute has recruited new members; held scholarly conferences; carried out oral history interviews; constructed a library, an archives building, and research offices; and continuously built up software and hardware capacities.  Over these fifty years, the Institute has become an international center for modern historical research.

Research Directions

Research conducted at the Institute of Modern History encompasses the transformations in modern Chinese politics, military affairs, foreign policy, society, economics, culture, thought, and other fields, and especially emphasizes exploration of the formation of modernity.  The Institute not only maintains solid traditions of historical research but has also intensified its concern with contemporary society, humanity, and world affairs.

In order to effectively promote research into the important issues mentioned above, the Institute's researchers have taken the initiative to organize nine research groups that are distinct but nevertheless touch on one another: 1) post-war developments on both sides of the Taiwan Straits; 2) war and society; 3) women's and gender history; 4) the construction and dissemination of knowledge in modern China; 5) Overseas Chinese; 6) Chinese Urban History ; 7) Hu Shi; 8) memory and identity; and 9) objects, consumption, and culture.  On this basis, the Institute intends to bring together colleagues with similar interests inside and outside of the Institute to gather resources to carry out long-term and in-depth research in regard to a number of important topics in modern history, and in this way highlight the key features of the researches of the Institute and gain competitive advantage in international scholarly circles.

Major Research Contributions

Thus far the Institute has published 90 monographs, 30 conference volumes, 20 volumes of source materials, 49 collections of historical materials, 89 oral history interviews, and five diaries of prominent persons, as well as three journals, Bulletin of the Institute of Modern History Academia Sinica, Research on Women in Modern Chinese History, and Oral History.   The most important research includes that on the late Qing Self-strengthening Movement and the monograph series on regional modernization in China; as well, important research has been published on the history of China's foreign relations, cultural history, and women's and gender history, among other topics.
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Institute of Economics 

Tel: 886-2-27899761      Fax: 886-2-27853946       http://www.sinica.edu.tw/econ

A Brief History

The Institute of Economics was officially established in February 1970 in Nankang, Taipei, after eight years of preparation.  The Institute is mandated to conduct scientific research in economics, and to coordinate and promote economic research activities in Taiwan.  The Institute has 39 research staff members, including 3 distinguished research fellows, 21 research fellows, 8 associate research fellows and 7 assistant research fellows.

Research Directions

The Institute of Economics emphasizes on scientific research in economic theory and its applications, with a special interest in the economic development problems and related policy issues in Taiwan.  Current major research projects include: (1) Macroeconomics: Theory and Applications; (2) Econometrics, Finance and their Applications; (3) International Economics; (4) Theory and Mathematical Economics; (5) Family and Labor Economics; (6) Microeconomics: Theory and Applications; (7) Regional Economics and International Trade; (8) Public Policies. 

Major Research Contributions

Our faculties publish in leading international journals including American Economic Review, Econometrica, Journal of Econometrics, Journal of Economic Theory, Journal of Political Economy.

In terms of per capital publication in journals indexed by SSCI in 2004-5, the institute is number three in East Asia, only next to the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology and the Chinese University of Hong Kong. 

The Institute publish two journals: Academia Economic Papers, Taiwan Economic Forecast and Policy (in Chinese), and a volume series in association with the Edward Eglar Publishing Co., called Academia Studies in Asian Economies: the 8th volume was published in 2004, entitled Human Capital, Trade and Public Policy in Rapidly Growing Economies: From Theory to Empirics. 
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Institute of European and American Studies
Tel: 886-2-27899390    Fax: 886-2-27851787    http://www.ea.sinica.edu.tw/cindex.html

Brief History

In August 1969, Dr. Shih-Chieh Wang, the late President of Academia Sinica, proposed the establishment of a permanent American Studies institution in the Republic of China.  In May 1973 the Center for American Studies was founded, and on July 1, 1974, the Center was officially incorporated as the Institute of American Culture, Academia Sinica.  Expanding its research scope to include European Studies, the Institute officially assumed its current title on August 3, 1991.

Research Projects 


The Institute specializes in area studies and interdisciplinary research.  Its main foci include Cultural Studies, Neo-Pragmatism, European Union, Public Policy in Europe and the United States, and Sino-American Relations and Sino-European Relations.

The researchers of the Institute have been engaged in the major areas of Western culture and civilization, including specifically European and American literature and culture, American and German diplomatic history, the philosophy of language and mind, the structure and transformation of societies, the role of education in society, major legal issues, international law and organizations, and political systems and behavior.

Major Research Contributions

Through a sustained endeavor, the Institute has distinguished itself in research of British and American authors and minorities' literature, public policy in Western societies, annual reports on Sino-American relations, and systems of government in the European Union.  With an emphasis on the balance between critical reception and cultural differences, the Institute has initiated a series of regular conferences, seminars and lectures to promote and enhance European and American studies in the Republic of China on Taiwan.  The Institute's researchers publish about 130 papers per year, both in domestic and international journals.  Since its inception, the Institute has published 56 monographs, 15 collections of selected papers, and 14 reports on specific issues.  The Institute's journal EurAmerica, a quarterly with more than 36 published volumes, is a prestigious forum for the study of Europe and the United States in the Asia Pacific.  EurAmerica (formerly American Studies) won the National Science Council Award for Superior Academic Journal in 1998, 2002, 2003 and 2004, respectively.
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 Institute of Sociology 

Tel: 886-2-26525100     Fax: 886-2-26525050      http://www.ios.sinica.edu.tw  

      886-2-26523399           886-2-26510415            

History of Brief

The Institute of Sociology was established in January 1, 2000 after a five-year preparatory period.  Now there are four research groups: (1) Organizations and Networks, (2) Ethnicity and Class (formerly the Classification of People-hood), (3) Family and Life History, and (4) Information and Society.  Professor Chiu Hei-yuan was the institute's first Director.  Currently the institute has twenty-four full-time faculty members, and the Director is Professor Yang-Chih Fu.

Research Projects

When planning the Institute in 1999, six major objectives were formulated: to promote indigenous sociological research and the subjectivity of sociology of Taiwan; to promote social research in societies and areas close to Taiwan; to promote international comparative studies; to promote systematization of important sociological areas; to promote  the pursuing of creative research topics; and to promote the interaction and cooperation with other sociological communities.  Major research themes for the coming years will focus on organization and social network, ethnic groups and class, family and women, and social change and new social phenomenon. 

Major Research Contributions

In the past two years, the researchers of the Institute have published two major books and edited four other monographs.  They also have published sixty-five articles in refereed journals, twelve monograph chapters written in Chinese and twenty-four monograph chapters written in English.  Moreover, they have presented one-hundred and one conference papers in total.

In cooperation with National Taiwan University, the two organizations have established an independent bi-annual journal titled Taiwanese Sociology since October 2000.

The Institute also organizes conferences or workshops.  The topics of several of the recent conferences are:

1. Sociological Methodology Workshop series 2-4

2. Mini-Conference on Educational Stratification and Family

3. Socioeconomic Development and Married Women's Family Status among Three Chinese Societies

4. International Conference on SARS and Social Reconstruction in Comparative Perspective

5. International Conference on "Lowest Low Fertility and Responses: The French Experience and East-Asian Realities"
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Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy
Tel: 886-2-27883620      Fax: 886-2-27833874      http://www.litphil.sinica.edu.tw

Brief History

July 2002 saw the official inauguration of the Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy in Academia Sinica, after thirteen years of "preparation." Dr. Chung Tsai-chun currently serves as its Director.

In 1988, a proposal was made that Academia Sinica should include an Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy. As a result, a Preparatory Office of the Institute was set up and Dr. Wu Hung-i was appointed Director in the ensuing year. Research fellows began their appointments and work in August 1990. During its preparatory phase, Dr. Tai Lian-chang succeeded Dr. Wu as Director in July 1992. Between 1997 and 2002, the Institute was led by Dr. Chung Tsai-chun, who served as Acting Director. Dr. C. H. Wang joined the Institute and became its Founding Director in 2002-2004. Dr. Wang Ayling served as its Acting Director after Dr. Wang left office. In February 2006, Dr. Chung Tsai-chun was appointed the second Director of the Institute.

Research Projects 

The Institute now boasts twenty-seven well-selected research fellows, devoted to the studies of classical and modern Chinese literature, Chinese and comparative philosophy, and Confucian classics. It includes four major research initiatives, namely, Ming-Qing literature, modern literature, classical studies, and contemporary Confucianism. The Institute encourages independent research by colleagues, and at the same time, promotes teamwork by motivating fellows with different strengths and interests to collaborate on various research projects. 

Major Research Contributions

In the past sixteen years, thanks to the active participation of its fellows, the Institute has undertaken such important projects as ci poetry; Ming-Qing drama; the transmission and transformation of the Ming-Qing literary canon; literature in historical dilemmas and crises; the Chinese literati's image of the self: construction and transformation; literature and religion; literary theory and popular culture in the mid-20th century; modern Taiwanese literature; Taiwanese literature in world perspective; the formation of the Confucian canon; hermeneutics and the Confucian tradition; Mencius studies; contemporary Confucianism; Liu Jishan studies; religion and the 21st century Taiwan; the Yangzhou School in the Qianlong and Jiaqing eras; late Qing classical studies; Confucianism versus Taoism and Buddhism, and so forth. International scholarly conferences and conventions were held to make progressive developments of these projects and beyond.

The Institute is also committed to creating and sharing digital databases for studies of ci poetry, classical drama, the Taoist canon, and Confucian classics. It publishes two journals: Bulletin of the Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy and Newsletter of the Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy; the former was named one of the most respected journals in 2003 and 2004 by the National Science Council of Taiwan. The Institute's specialized publications include: "Chinese Literature and Philosophy Monographs," "Collected Papers in Chinese Literature and Philosophy," "Series in Mencius Studies," "Series in Research on Contemporary Confucianism," "Series in Research on Confucian Classics," "Works of Contemporary Scholars in Literature and Philosophy," "Series in Research on Ming-Qing literature," "Series in Rare Ancient Books," "Series in Ancient Books Edited," and "Series in Bibliography." To date we have published 117 books, in 174 volumes, in the above categories.

International Symposium ¢º on the Urban and Architectural Histories under Colonial Rules in Asia: Indigenous Cultures vs. Immigrant Cultures

Institute of Taiwan History

Tel: 886-2-26525350     Fax: 886-2-26517261       http://140.109.185.220/

Brief History

In 1986, under the leadership of Vice-President K.C. Chang (1931~2001), Academia Sinica initiated a project on Taiwan Field Research, a program which was aimed at promoting historical studies on Taiwan.  Two years later, in 1988, the project was expanded, taking the form of a Taiwan Field Research Office.  On June 26, 1993, a Preparatory Office was founded.  With the support and guidance of two successive AS presidents, Wu Ta-you (1907~2000) and Lee Yuan-Tseh, the preparation for the establishment of an Institute of Taiwan History was carried out over eleven years, 1993-2004, operating through an Academic Consulting Committee.  Huang Fu-san served as the first director; committee members included K.C. Chang, Chen Chi-lu, Li Yih-yuan, Hsu Chuo-yun, Yang Yun-ping (1906~2000), Tsao Yung-ho, Wang Shih-ching, Lee Kuo-chih, Lai Teh-hang, Chuang Ying-chang, Hu Fu, and Mai Chao-cheng.  On August 1, 1998, Liu Ts'ui-jung succeeded Huang as director, and on November 28, 2003, charged with upgrading the Preparatory Office into a full-fledged institute, Chuang Ying-chang succeeded Liu as director. The Institute of Taiwan History was then officially founded on July 1, 2004.  Beginning on September 1, 2005, Hsu Hsueh-chi became director of the institute, now staffed with 19 full-time researchers. 

Research Projects

The Institute of Taiwan History is aimed at building a world-class institution that can serve as a leading force in Taiwan studies, while also striving to foster indigenous research on Taiwan.  As of January 2006, the institute has set up five research groups, devoted to six major fields of research spanning the period from the seventeenth to the twentieth century: socio-economy history, colonial studies, ethno-history, cultural history, environmental history, and collaborative projects.  Each research group's thematic project and its major activities are as follows:

Socio-Economic History: Comparative studies on marriage and population history; family history and biographical studies, land tenure and property rights; guild merchants in Ch'ing (Qing) Taiwan.

Colonial Studies: Colonial medicine and public health; colonial modernity and colonial legacies; Taiwan Sotokufu and colonial administration; urban studies and architectures.

Ethno-History: Relations among ethnic groups; plains aborigines; historical ethnography; Han-Hakka sub-ethnic relations; discourses on local societies.

Cultural History: Educational history; laws and social changes; cultural discourses; religion, gender and medicine.

Environmental History: Statistics analysis for environmental carrying capacity; historical demography, with special attention on mortality rates during the period of Japanese rule.

Collaborative Projects by Themes: Regional studies on the Dan-shui River and the Ping-tung plains; changes and transformations of local societies in colonial Taiwan; comparative studies by region on Hakka societies and their cultures.

1. Major Research Contributions

Books and Articles (2001-2005):  9 monographs and 41 edited books; 91 articles and 56 book chapters (including conference volumes).  Other forms of publication include also 150 conference papers.

Academic Activities (1993-2005): 38 symposiums and conferences, 186 Tuesday seminars, as well as 22 group-initiated lectures and 3 workshops.

Publications: The Institute's leading journal is Taiwan Historical Research.  Since June 1994, it has published a total of 12 volumes. Other publications include 30 items (or 41 volumes) of conference proceedings, oral histories, and source collections.

Collection of Historical Materials: As of October 2005, the institute has collected and preserved 472 files (or 27,647 items) of historical materials on Taiwan in both written and visual forms.  It helped compile and publish English source material ranging from European historical maps and the Dutch East India Company (Verenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie, or VOC) archives, to reports of the Ch'ing Maritime Customs. Its on-going material preservation plans also include cooperating with the Taiwan Branch of the National Library to catalogue the collections formerly held by the Library of Taiwan Sotokufu.

Digital Archives and Historical Databases: The Institute has completed the digitalization of the database Taiwan Wenxian Congkan, now available for free access for full-text online searches at the website of the Academia Sinica.  It also helped Academia Historica complete the digitization of the archives of the Taiwan Sotokufu.  In addition, it has been working on digitalizing historical source materials held by the Taiwan Provincial Consultative Council, a cooperative project with the TPCC scheduled to be completed by the end of 2006.  Thus far, digitalized databases for public use include the Book Collection and Historical Documents on Taiwan under Japanese Rule and the online research index for the Yang Yun-ping Collection. 
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Institute of Linguistics
Tel: 886-2-26525000      Fax: 886-2-27856622       http://www.ling.sinica.edu.tw

      886-2-27863300

Brief History

The precursor of the Institute of Linguistics was the linguistics section of the Institute of History and Philology.  On October 22 1996 the Convocation of the Academia Sinica approved the establishment of a preparatory office for the Institute of Linguistics.  The official opening of the Preparatory Office occurred on August 13, 1997, with Dr. Paul Jen-kuei Li serving as director of the preparatory office.  On June 16, 2000 Dr. Dah-an Ho superseded Dr. Li as director.  After six and a half years of preparation, the Institute of Linguistics was formally established on February 20 2004, and Academician Chin-chuan Cheng received the appointment as the first institute Director.  Professor Dah-An Ho was appointed as the second Director on August 1st, 2006.  The institute currently employs seventeen tenure-track researchers on its faculty, including two academicians.

Research Focus

The overall objective of this institute is to achieve scientific and systematic knowledge about human language, with emphasis on both linguistic and interdisciplinary research.  The seven focal research areas of the institute are: 1. Chinese Linguistics, 2. Austronesian Linguistics, 3. Linguistics on related Asian and Pacific languages, 4. Computational Linguistics, 5. Language Engineering, 6. Neurolinguistics, and 7.  Linguistic Informatics. Its research orientation combines theoretical, areal, and integrational studies.  The current research themes are as follows:

Language archiving and language survey: establishing and documenting the linguistic resources of Taiwan, including geographical information systems on the distribution of the languages of Taiwan, Austronesian cognates, tagged Old Chinese corpus, construction of database of pan-chronic Chinese lexicons, and variations of spoken Taiwanese Mandarin.

Linguistic typology: typological studies on Chinese, Austronesian, Tibeto-Burman languages, and Mongolian.

Studies on linguistic structure: Theoretical studies on the phonology, syntax, and semantics of Chinese, Austronesian, Tibeto-Burman languages, and Mongolian.

Brain and cognitive studies on language: applying brain electrical activity, eye-tracking, and event-related potential studies to researching the cognitive basis of reading, compound-word processing, and Chinese visual word recognition.

Linguistic computation and simulation: Ontology and lexical knowledge, Taiwanese-English bilingual Wordnet.

Language engineering: Speech synthesis and recognition, rhythmic structures of spoken discourse.

Documenting and preserving the endangered Austronesian languages of Taiwan.

Major Research Contributions

The faculty of this institute have produced several hundred individual items of research results since the gestation of the institute in 1997.   Among these the following are of particular international significance:  Proto-Sino-Tibetan reconstruction, reconstruction of migratory history of  the Austronesian aboriginals of Taiwan, salvage work on the endangered languages of Taiwan, discovery of new Tibeto-Burman languages and dialects, proposal of a theory in lexical semantics, application of geographic information system to the study of dialect distribution, the phonetic structure of discourse rhythm, the discovery of cross-linguistic generalizations between word form and concept development.  In addition, corpuses and digital archives on Old Chinese, modern Chinese, Taiwanese Min dialect, and the Austronesian languages of Taiwan have been built and made accessible to the general public.

Since 2000, this institute has published an international academic journal Language and Linguistics.  To date, six volumes of this journal are in existence, along with over twenty book-length special publications.  This journal has been listed by both MLA and CSA, and is currently  being considered for inclusion by SSCI and AHCI.

Fig.

Geographical distribution of Southern Min and Hakka dialects on the basis of households in Xinfeng Village, Xinzhu County showing an area inhabited by these two groups.

In reading, Chinese characters are decomposed.  The maps of Functional MRI brain activation in reading Chinese characters exhibit differences of the nature of the components: (a) high-frequency and high-consistency, (b) high-frequency and low-consistency, (c) low-frequency and high-consistency, and (d) low-frequency and low-consistency.

 The Institute of Linguistics and the Institute of Information Science jointly established the Chinese Sentence Tree Structure Database consisting of computer-generated tree diagrams showing senses and syntactic information of a sentence.

 Institute of Political Science (Preparatory Office) 

Tel: 886-2-26525300       Fax: 886-2-27832610      http://www.ipsas.sinica.edu.tw

Foreword

In July 1994, the Council of Academicians advised Academia Sinica to set up an institute of political science at the AS.  In October 1999, a planning commission for the Institute of Political Science at Academia Sinica (IPSAS) was formed.  It came up with a formal proposal that was later approved by the Presidential Office in March 2001.  The Preparation Office of the IPSAS was founded in August.  The founding director is Dr. Yu-Shan Wu (2002~ ).  He is advised by an Academic Consultative Committee headed by Academician Fo Hu (2002~ ).  In 2006 the IPSAS has nine full-time research fellows.  It is located in the new Humanities and Social Sciences Building.  The IPSAS is commissioned to explore carefully selected issues that are conducive to basic theoretical contributions, meet national priorities, and provide a cutting edge intointernational academic research in political science.

The emblem of the IPSAS is a white Ionic column from Ancient Greece against a round blue background, circled by the name of the institution and its abbreviation at the bottom.  It symbolizes the democratic spirit dating from Ancient Greece and the aspiration of traditional Chinese intellectuals to be the mainstay of the society.

Research Orientations

The IPSAS has set as its overall research agenda "theory-oriented, area-based comparative politics and international relations studies."  Five research groups are designated under the overall goal.  They are:

1. Taiwan politics and nascent democracies;

2. Political and economic transitions in Mainland China and post-socialist countries;

3. Cross-Strait relations and international relations theory;

4. Political value change in East Asia and global democratic development:

5. Methodology.

Major Research Contributions

1. Taiwan politics and nascent democracies: explore various interaction modes between the president and the legislature under incongruence in a semi-presidential regime; investigate the origin, evolution and transition of historical and contemporary semi-presidential regimes; analyze the choice and impact of electoral systems; compare the effect of adopting different packages of constitutional and electoral systems.

2. Political and economic transitions in Mainland China and post-socialist countries: observe and analyze progress, or lack of which, toward democracy in Mainland China's political system, based on an index system for Chinese democratization; explore the political background of the investment cycles in China as a developmental state since the 1990's.

3. Cross-Strait relations and international relations theory: analyze the evolution of Washington-Taipei-Beijing triangle in view of domestic factors in a two-level game; compare the WTB triangle with historical cases under similar structure and explore the impact of shifting balance of power between pro status-quo hegemony and rising power.

4. Political value change in East Asia and global democratic development: prepare for the second-wave mass cross-national value survey under the international project of East Asian Barometer; join survey teams covering New Europe, Latin America and Africa under Global Barometer; cooperate with International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance and provide analysis of East Asian political value change.

5. Methodology: hold annual methodology camp to train young scholars on core methodology issues; explore very long world historical trend using rational choice and mathematical models.
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There is a sharp contrast between the political business cycles in mainland China in the 1980's and 1990's. The former is marked by abrupt ups and downs (the hard landings), where as the later is characterized by stability (soft landing).

Geographical distribution of Southern Min and Hakka dialects on the basis of households in Xinfeng Village, Xinzhu County showing an area inhabited by these two groups. 

 Institutum Iurisprudentiae (Preparatory Office)
Tel: 886-2-26525400      Fax: 886-2-27859471       http://www.iias.sinica.edu.tw/

History

In order to implement the principle of "establishing Institutes for fundamental discipline and research centers for inter-discipline", the Academia Sinica established the Institutum Iurisprudentiae (Preparatory Office)(hereinafter IIAS) on July 1st, 2004 and named Professor Dennis T. C. Tang as the Director to carry out the preparatory process.

Significant Results

To participate actively in the constitutional reengineering, IIAS, together with IPSAS, held in 2005 a series of four symposia "Constitutional Reengineering Forum: A Dialogue between Jurisprudence and Politics."  Professor Richard D. Parker of Harvard Law School was invited to the fourth symposium of the series, which is also the "Fifth Conference on Constitutional Construction: Theory and Practice," to deliver a keynote speech on December 16, 2005.  Complemented by the special talk presented later by Professor Marie-Anne Cohendet of UniversitŽ Paris 1, the two-day conference, which gathered nearly 200 constitutional law scholars and practitioners to discuss sundry issues of constitutional reengineering, contributed to the exchange of ideas and the shaping of consensus among various stakeholders.  The proceedings of the symposia will, after peer review, be formally published in book form.To create a platform for the administrative law academe and the practitioners to discuss some thorny issues of administrative regulations and administrative litigation, IIAS, together with the Supreme Administrative Court, and the Taipei, Taichung, and Kaohsiung High Administrative Courts, jointly held a symposium on "Administrative Regulations and Litigation of 2005."  The participation was unprecedented in grandeur, and the symposium was highly praised.  IIAS plans to carry on holding the symposium next year on a more frequent basis.  Likewise, the proceedings of the symposium will, after peer review, be published in book form."The Third Symposium on Law and Economics," held on April 15 and 16, 2005 was IIAS's first big academic event since its establishment.  Domestic law scholars and economists as well as those from Hong Kong and Mainland China were invited to attend the symposium. By analyzing legal norms from the viewpoint of economics, this series of symposia was expected to contribute to the development of the "synthetic studies" feature of IIAS.  The symposium papers are now under peer review and will be published in book form for the first time.To develop the field of "empirical study on judicial behaviors," IIAS and the Judicial Yuan jointly conducted the first national survey "Empirical Study on the Judicial Reform (I): Survey of the Current Working Environment of Judges."  The study intends to investigate and analyze the impact of working conditions on judiciary work, including the impact of living conditions, judicial administrative measures, support of human resources, reform of litigation systems, and other software or hardware measures on the judges' work.  1610 questionnaires were distributed, of which 1304 were returned.  The valid sample size is 1212, with a valid sample return rate of 75.3%.  The major findings include the following: the majority of judges consider that they have an overloaded docket, and that they frequently work overtime; they are commonly not satisfied with the quality of their family life; they consider the production of written opinions to be their biggest burden and; most judges have a positive attitude towards the reform of litigation system, while believing that more accompanying measures need to be in place. 

Publication

The papers presented at the "Fourth Symposium on Constitutional Interpretation: Theory and Practice: Theory and Practice," held by the Law Section of the now defunct Institute for Social Sciences and Philosophy-the predecessor of IIAS, were reviewed and collected in the "Constitutional Construction: Theory and Practice Vol.4," published as the IIAS Book Series (1) in May 2005.

Academic Cooperation

In August 2005, IIAS and the Max Planck Institute for Intellectual Property, Competition and Tax Law, Germany signed an academic cooperation agreement.  Both parties agree on the creation of a visiting scholars plan, the exchange of publications, the development of joint research projects, co-sponsoring an international symposia, and the joint publication of monographs.  This cooperative framework sets up a paradigm for future international cooperation.

 Research Center for Humanities and Social Sciences 
Tel: 886-2-27821693      Fax: 886-2-27854160       http://www.rchss.sinica.edu.tw/

Brief History

The mission of the Research Center for Humanities and Social Sciences is to engage in interdisciplinary research.  It was established in July 1 of 2004, reorganized from two former academic units in the Academia Sinica, the Sun Yat-San Institute for Social Sciences and Philosophy and the T'sai Yuan-Pei Research Center for Humanities and Social Sciences.  The research center currently has seven thematic centers, and five research programs.  The research center is headed by a director and a deputy director, each thematic center has an executive director, and each research program has a convener.  The executive director or convener leads a research team to conduct well-defined research projects.  The team consists of full-time, joint-appointment, adjunct and affiliated researchers.

Research Directions and Contributions

Each thematic center or research program has its specific niche and pioneer role in Taiwan's academic community of the humanities and social sciences.  They organize workshops, seminars and conferences regularly to promote and coordinate research in their specialized fields.

The Center for Political Thoughts focuses on two themes, "modernities: the dialectics between the Enlightenment and anti-Enlightenment," and "the basic modern political and social ideas in the West and China."  It held a couple of workshops and conferences related to the two themes in 2005.  The main research of the Center for Maritime History is problems concerning shipping, trade, port cities, maritime cultural intercourse, and migration.  One monograph and one edited volume were published in 2005.  The Center for Institution and Behavior Studies endeavors to studies on regulation, empirical political theories, institutional formation and change, family values and family relations, health policy, and ethical issues in advancing science and technology. In 2005, a couple of workshops and conferences related to methodology, fertility and political issues were held.

The Center for Archeological Studies has the mission of fostering collaboration among archeological researchers and integrating archeological research topics.  It has conducted studies on various archaeological sites in Taiwan and developed collaborative work on the Lapita Site with experts in Aukland University, New Zealand.  The Center for Asia-Pacific Area Studies continues to support individual and integrated projects on Asia-Pacific Studies conducted by researchers in the Academia Sinica and to develop substantial collaborations with related institutes in France and the United States.  It offers young scholars and graduate students financial support through its own or the Academia Sinica's programs.  It also publishes Asia-Pacific Forum bi-annually and monographs of Asia-Pacific Studies irregularly.  The Center for Survey Research regularly assists researchers in the Academia Sinica conducting face-to-face or telephone surveys.  It has a data archive of Social Science for public use, perhaps the best in Asia.  Its researchers have their papers on social science methods published in domestic and international journals.  It (also) has a bi-annual journal of "Survey Research".  The Center for Geographic Information Science has constructed two digital infrastructures, "Chinese Civilization in Time and Space" and "Taiwan History and Culture in Time and Space".

The Research Programs are "History of Health," "Economic Development and Trade in East Asia," "Brain, Cognitive and Behavioral Sciences," "Historical Demography," and "the Studies of Family Dynamics in Chinese Societies."  All programs have their own specialized research task(s).  In additional to the publications of their own researchers, the programs have also engaged in constructing data files, and promoting related studies through workshops or conferences.

The Research Center has a quarterly Journal of Social Sciences and Philosophy and a book series.
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