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Academia Sinica offers several categories of postdoctoral fellowships and appointments for consideration by qualified researchers. First, there is the “Distinguished Postdoctoral Scholars” program. Second, there is the “Regular Postdoctoral Fellows” program.  Finally, postdoctoral positions are also available directly from the various research institutes. These appointments are funded from research grants awarded by the National Science Council, National Health Research Institutes, research foundations, industry and the private sector. Postdoctoral positions in this category are handled by individual research institutes should be negotiated directly with the institute in question.

1. The Academia Sinica Postdoctoral Fellows Program is designed to meet the research needs of the various research institutes as the Academy is attempting to raise its academic standards of research by encouraging its research staff to open up new areas of intellectual endeavors and positioning itself to move its research activities to the international level. One of the missions of Academia Sinica is manpower training at the post-graduate and postdoctoral level in certain disciplines of strategic importance.

2. There are several categories of postdoctoral fellows under the Academia Sinica Postdoctoral Fellows Program:
a. Distinguished Postdoctoral Scholars (accounting for approximately 1/10 of the total Academia Sinica Program)

b. Regular Postdoctoral Fellows
3. Qualifications for each of these postdoctoral appointments:

a. Distinguished Postdoctoral Scholars: Candidates must have obtained a Ph.D. degree within the last 4 years from local or foreign universities with an outstanding record of publications and demonstrated promise of independent research capability.

b. Regular Postdoctoral Fellow: Candidates must have obtained a Ph.D. degree within the last 6 years from local or foreign universities with an excellent record of research publications.

4. Qualified applicants should send his/her application to the Office of Academic Affairs via the intended host Institute within Academia Sinica. Applications should consist of the following materials.

A. For research in an institute within the Mathematics & Physical Sciences, and the Life Sciences Divisions:

a. Distinguished Postdoctoral Scholars: The applicant should submit a completed application form, research plan, copy of degree, curriculum vitae, reprints of publications, 3 letters of recommendation, and a letter of agreement from the sponsoring principal investigator of the host Institute within Academia Sinica.

b. Regular Postdoctoral Fellows: Application should be submitted by the sponsoring principal investigator from the host Institute within Academia Sinica, including a completed application form, research plan, copy of degree, curriculum vitae of the perspective postdoctoral fellow, 3 letters of recommendation, and reprints of publications.

B. For research in an institute within the Humanities and Social Sciences Division:

All applicants should submit a completed application form, research plan, curriculum vitae, reprints of publications, 3 letters of recommendation, and a letter of agreement from the sponsoring principal investigator of the host Institute within Academia Sinica together with a detailed description of the responsibilities of the postdoctoral candidate in the research project. Appointments for qualified applicants will be categorized by a Postdoctoral Fellow Review Committee (see below).

5. Review Process:
The Central Academic Advisory Committee will establish a Postdoctoral Fellow Review Committee. This Review Committee will invite experts from within and outside of Academia Sinica to review the applications. Review of the Distinguished Postdoctoral Scholars will be based primarily on the qualifications and publication record of the applicant. Review of the Regular Postdoctoral Fellow will also include considerations of the originality and significance of the research plan proposed by the sponsoring principal investigator.

6. Appointment for all categories of postdoctoral fellows will be for a two-year-term, renewable for a second term. Reappointment for the second term of all postdoctoral fellows will be reviewed near the end of their initial appointments.

7. Salaries and funding sources for the Postdoctoral Fellow program are as follows:

A.Schedule of Salaries:

(i) The salary schedule for the Distinguished Postdoctoral Scholars will consist of 4 grades. The upper limit for each grade is:

648 points for grade 1; 670 points for grade 2; 692 points for grade 3; and 714 points for grade 4.

(ii) The salary schedule for the Regular Postdoctoral Fellows will consist of 6 grades. The upper limit for grade is：
504 point for grade 5; 520 point for grade 6; 538 points for grade 7; 560 point for grade 8; 582 points for grade 9, and 604 points for grade 10.

(iii) The conversion rate for each point in the salary schedule will be determined by the amount approved by the contract-personnel’s office based on the Personnel budget for that year.

(iv) Rank will commensurate with research experience and qualifications.  In the case of Distinguished Postdoctoral Scholars traveling from abroad, Academia Sinica will subsidize airfare from home country and institution.

B.Funds for the Academia Sinica Postdoctoral Fellows Program will be distributed from the budget of the “Main Theme Research and Advanced Training for Postdoctoral Fellow” Program.

8. The deadlines of applications are March 1 for appointments starting from July 1 (arriving between July 1~ September 30), and September 1 for appointments starting from January 1(arriving between January 1~ March 31).

Appendix: Applicants should first contact one of the Institutes or Centers of Academia Sinica listed below to look for a sponsoring principal investigator. For the names of the Institutes or Centers, see the attached sheet. Also, please consult the Academia Sinica Website:

http://www.sinica.edu.tw.

Mathematics and Physical Sciences

1. Institute of Mathematics 

2. Institute of Physics 

3. Institute of Chemistry 

4. Institute of Earth Sciences 

5. Institute of Information Science 

6. Institute of Statistical Science 

7. Institute of Atomic and Molecular Science 

8. Institute of Astronomy and Astrophysics, Preparatory Office
Life Sciences

1. Institute of Plant and Microbial Biology 

2. Institute of Cellular and Organismic Biology
3. Institute of Biological Chemistry 

4. Institute of Molecular Biology 

5. Institute of Biomedical Sciences 

Humanities and Social Sciences

1. Institute of History and Philology 

2. Institute of Ethnology 

3. Institute of Modern History 

4. Institute of Economics 

5. Institute of European and American Studies 

6. Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy

7. Institute of Taiwan History
8. Institute of Sociology 

9. Institute of Linguistics

10. Institute of Political Science, Preparatory Office 

11. Institutum Iurisprudentiae, Preparatory Office
Research Centers

1. Research Center for Applied Sciences

2. Research Center for Environmental Changes
3. The Genomics Research Center 
4. Research Center for Biodiversity

5. Agricultural Biotechnology Research Center

6. Research Center for Humanities and Social Sciences
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